FFA Veterinary Science CDE Skills Individual Practicum Rotation Rubric
Developed in Cooperation with PEER Program and Texas A&M Small Animal Veterinary Clinic

Procedure: Dosage Calculation

Time: 15 minutes

*This skill will be scored through multiple choice questions*
Obtain the animal’s current body weight from patient history
Convert body weight from pounds to kilograms

Determine the recommended daily dosage for the animal’s body
weight by multiplying the weight of the animal in kilograms by
the recommended daily dosage

Determine the amount of medication to be administered per
dose in kilograms by dividing the daily dosage by the frequency
of doses

Determine the number of tablets to be administered per dose by
dividing the amount of medication to be given per dose by the
amount of medication, in milligrams, contained in a single tablet
Determine the number of tablets needed per day by multiplying
the number of tablets per dose by the number of times per day
the patient is to receive the dose

Determine the total number of tablets the patient needs to
complete the drug course by multiplying the number of days the
drug is to be administered by the total number of tablets needed
per day

Skills Problem Example and Solution:

An 11 pound cat requires a course of antibiotics at the rate of 10mg/kg/day to be administered twice a day (BID)
for 10 days. The antibiotic is available in 25 mg tablets. Calculate the daily dose required, number of tablets per
dose, number of tablets per day, and number of tablets needed to complete the course of treatment.

e Daily Dose: 5kg X 10mg/kg/day = 50mg/day

e Tablets/dose: 50mg/day / 2 doses/day = 25 mg/dose,

e 25mg tablets / 25mg/dose = 1 tablet/dose

e # of tablets for treatment course: 1 tablet/dose x 2 doses/day = 2 tablets/day
e 2 tablets/day X 10 days = 20 tablets

© Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health (http://peer.tamu.edu)

College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M University

Funding support from SEPA (www.ncrrsepa.org), National Center for Research Resources, National
Institutes of Health



